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Subpart A—General Information

§18.101 Basis and purpose.

The rules in this part, in accordance
with the applicable treaties and agree-
ments to which the United States is a
party, are promulgated pursuant to
section 302 of the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended, vesting the Fed-
eral Communications Commission with
authority to regulate industrial, sci-
entific, and medical equipment (ISM)
that emits electromagnetic energy on
frequencies within the radio frequency
spectrum in order to prevent harmful
interference to authorized radio com-
munication services. This part sets
forth the conditions under which the
equipment in question may be oper-
ated.

§18.103 Organization and applicability
of the rules.

The rules in this part are divided into
the following subparts:

§18.107

(a) Subpart A contains general infor-
mation and definitions for use in this
part.

(b) Subpart B describes the proce-
dures and requirements for authoriza-
tion to market or operate ISM equip-
ment under this part.

(c) Subpart C contains the technical
standards for ISM equipment.

§18.105 Other applicable rules.

Other Commission rule parts relating
to the authorization and operation of
ISM equipment include the following:

(a) Part 0 describes the Commission’s
organization and delegations of author-
ity. This part also lists available Com-
mission publications, standards and
procedures for access to Commission
records, and location of Commission
field offices.

(b) Part 1 contains the rules of prac-
tice and procedure for adjudicatory
proceedings including hearing pro-
ceedings; procedures for reconsider-
ation and review of the Commission’s
actions; provisions concerning viola-
tion notices and for forfeiture pro-
ceedings; and the requirements for
evironmental impact statements.

(c) Part 2 contains special require-
ments in international regulations,
agreements, treaties, and the table of
frequency allocations. This part
alsocontains requirements and proce-
dures concerning the marketing, the
equipment authorization, and the im-
portation of radio frequency devices
into the United States.

§18.107 Definitions.

(a) Radio frequency (RF) energy. Elec-
tromagnetic energy at any frequency
in the radio spectrum from 9 kHz to 3
THz (3,000 GHz).

(b) Harmful interference. Interference
which endangers the functioning of a
radionavigation service or of other
safety services or seriously degrades,
obstructs or repeatedly interrupts a
radiocommunication service operating
in accordance with this chapter.

(c) Industrial, scientific, and medical
(ISM) equipment. Equipment or appli-
ances designed to generate and use lo-
cally RF energy for industrial, sci-
entific, medical, domestic or similar
purposes, excluding applications in the
field of telecommunication. Typical
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